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of the Roumanians, while he irritated King Carol by
his extraordinarily high-handed behaviour. When the
King dismissed him in August 1936 it was inevitably
gratifying for Germany abroad and the Iron Guard
at home.
In November 1937 parliamentary elections fell due
in Roumania. At this point the National Peasant
Party, the only body in the country potentially capable
of resisting totalitarian pressure in a straightforward
way, fell into the kind of gaucherie which has so con-
stantly characterized democratic opposition to the
"Fascintern" drive; one wonders whether the Nazis
and their allies do not deserve congratulation for
an almost mysterious ability of depriving their enemies
of political common sense and reducing them to the
"hypnotized rabbit" condition. M. Mania, who had
been responsible for bringing King Carol back to the
throne in 1930, had subsequently fallen out with him,
and M. Mihalache had become the National Peasant
Party leader. Before the dissolution, King Carol had
offered the Premiership to M. Mihalache, stipulating,
it is true, that the renegade Tsaranist, Dr. Vaida
Voevod, the head of the pro-German "Roumanian
Front/' should be included in the new Cabinet. The
royal excuse for this condition was the argument that
it alone would prevent the Reich from feeling affronted,
and the royal intention, possibly, to ensure M.
Mihalache's refusal. Now in Eastern Europe it is of
vital importance to control the executive during an
election if only to be able to forestall the tricks of one's
opponents, and it is difficult not to feel that the
National Peasants, with their less easily mobilized
electorate, should have taken office at all costs, making